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Archetypes definition

Greek archien (to rule) and typos (type)


The quintessence or ideal example of a type
Object, behavior, idea

Synonym: an original model of something (a prototype)





Joseph Campbell (1904-1987)

The Hero of a Thousand Faces,  The Power of Myth, other works.

“Shakespeare said that art is a mirror held up to nature. And that's what it is. 
The nature is your nature, and all of these wonderful poetic images of mythology 
are referring to something in you." 

“The idea of the Bodhisattva is the one who out of his realization of  
transcendence participates in the world. The imitation of Christ is joyful  
participation in the sorrows of the world.”



Bodhisattvas

From Sanskrit, literally "one whose essence is perfect knowledge,"  
 
Bodhi (perfect knowledge) + sattva (reality, being) 

In the sutras (e.,g, Lotus, Vimalikirti, Avatamsaka) they appear as characters 
embodying archetypal aspects of Buddhist teaching and psychology

(Sages, teachers, heros, companions, guardians, rulers, and other archetypal roles)

Often possess some supernatural or divine attributes

They cross cultural boundaries, change names, change genders, change forms

These archetypes embody common functions/roles in Buddhist practice, and 
demonstrate myriad possibilities for devotion, imitation, healing, and 
enlightenment / prajna wisdom.







The Bodhisattva’s mission

Practice the paramitas in one’s own life to advance on the path
Service to others
Protect and transmit the Dharma  
 

Early Buddhism
Beings are on an endless wheel of samsara (rebirths in the suffering world)
Once attaining full Enlightenment, the bodhisattva becomes an arhat/arahant. (Fully enlightened being). 
S/he has “done what had to be done. Does not re-enter the Wheel of Life, enters nirvana. 
Monastic / home leaving path.

Mahayana
The bodhisattva becomes an arahat/arahant, but chooses to continue with future rebirth(s).
Elects (vows) to remain in this world to liberate all beings, especially those facing difficult challenges. 
Monastic / home leaving path AND lay person’s path. 



Bodhisattva Archetypes

Various names/forms/genders in different contexts
Manjushri — embodies Buddha’s wisdom (prajna)

Avalokiteshvara — embodies Buddha’s compassion (Karuna)

Shakyamuni Buddha — (in his lives before his final liberation and enlightenment)

Maitreya — embodies a Buddha’s activity in the now (also the “Future Buddha”)

Kshitigarbha — embodies a Buddha’s merits and the “richness” derived from merits, connects to the earth

Samantabhadra — embodies the aspirations of a Buddha in prayers and offerings

Sarvanivarana-Vishkambhin — embodies Buddha’s qualities and thereby purifies obstructions

Akashagarbha — embodies Buddha’s blessings and thereby purifies negativities

Vajrapani — embodies Buddha’s power

Many others… 



Manjushri /Mañjuśrī

“Gentle Glory”  or “Gentle Voice"
Associated with prajna (transcendent wisdom)
Oldest bodhisattva in the Mahayana literature
Often depicted often as a young prince

Lotus Sūtra — Mañjuśrī leads the daughter of Nagaraja (the Dragon King) to 
enlightenment; Shakyamuni gives him the Vimala “pure land”

Vimalikirti Sutra — he is charged by the Buddha to go to Vimalikirti’s house, 
hear, and instruct him.











Avalokiteshvara

The Compassionate One “who hears the cries of the world” 

Evolution from Hindu sources (-svara)

He is Chenrezig in Tibet. Tara arose from a single tear he shed. (Dalia Lamas are his emanation)

She is Guan Yin (Kuanyin) in China and Kanzeon (Kannon) in Japan; “goddess of mercy”
Kwan Um or Kwan Seum Bosal in Korea

Avalokiteshvara’s mantra is arguably the most famous mantra in the world: Om Mani Padme Hum.

First line of Heart Sutra
Kwan Seum Bosal, Thousand Hands and Eyes sutra in chanting books 















Samantabhadra’s Ten Great Vows

Sanskrit “Universal Worthy”
In the Āvataṃsaka-sūtra, Samantabhadra Bodhisattva made ten great vows:

• To pay homage and respect to all Buddhas.

• To praise the Thus Come One-Tathagata.

• To make abundant offerings. (e.g. give generously)

• To repent misdeeds and evil karmas.

• To rejoice in others’ merits and virtues.

• To request the Buddhas to continue teaching.

• To request the Buddhas to remain in the world.

• To follow the teachings of the Buddhas at all times.

• To accommodate and benefit all living beings.

• To transfer all merits and virtues to benefit all beings.



•   



Maitreya

The future Buddha of the world 


Sanskrit maitrī (“friendliness” or “loving kindness”)


Ajita (Amitahba Sutra, Lotus Sutra)




•  







Ksitigarbha

Usually depicted as a Buddhist monk.

"Earth Treasury / Earth Store / Earth Matrix / Earth Womb 

Gizo (Japan)

Jijang Bosal (Korea)

Instructs all beings in the six worlds since the death of Gautama Buddha until the rise  
of Maitreya. 

Vowed not to achieve Buddhahood until all hells are emptied.

(Origin story in Ksitigarbha Sutra) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhikkhu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desire_realm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gautama_Buddha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maitreya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhahood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naraka_(Buddhism)










Embodiments

• In traditional religious practices, we have saints, angels, 
protectors, and intercessors. 


• What is your Buddhist name? Your name may connect 
you to one of these archetypes.


• Are they real? Unreal? Divine? Arising in the moment? 
Created in our minds? Manifested in our actions?


• Do they help or hinder your practice? 



Vows

Another translations/version

Suffering beings are numberless, I vow to liberate them all. 
Attachment is inexhaustible, I vow to release it all. 
The gates to truth are numberless, I vow to master them all. 
The way of awakening is supreme, I vow to realize it. 

"I have heard people say, 'I cannot recite these vows because I cannot hope to 
fulfill them.' Actually, Kanzeon, the incarnation of mercy and compassion, weeps 
because she cannot save all beings. Nobody fulfills these “Great Vows for All,” yet 
we vow to fulfill them as best we can.” (Robert Aitken Roshi)


